
Alexander Vella Gregory

Tahnina

Tahnina (202L) is the Maltese word for 'lullaby' but also means 'fondling' or

'stroking'. The music uses an ostinato bass with slowly shifting rhythmic
patterns, giving a sense of constant if somewhat irregular cradling. A mournful

melody is heard above the bass. The melody is repeated three times, each time

in a different key. The piece focuses on simple rhythmic shifts and long legato

phrases, two very important musical elements for the young pianist to master.
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